
Pre-Service Music Sonata No. 1, mvts. ii and iii Felix Mendelssohn   
Andrew Hackett, Organist  
  
Concerns of the Congregation   
   
Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 90, 46 & Lamentations 3) Marney Weis 

One: Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all the generations.  
All: You, O Lord, have been a dwelling place for us and our children.  
One: Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, 
 from everlasting to everlasting you are God.   
All: You, O Lord, have been with us since our founding! 
One: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.   
All: You, O Lord, have been our refuge and our strength! 
One: The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
All: You, O Lord, are the eternal One and we have trusted you. 
One: Your compassions are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  
All: You, O Lord, have sustained our church in this place and blessed us and our city.  
 You, O Lord, are our faithful One!  
  

Prelude  Cello Suite No. 1, BWV 1007,   J.S. Bach 
Phillip Goist, Cellist mvt i, Prelude; mvt. ii, Allemande  
   
Ringing of the Revere Tower Bell 

Let the ringing of the bell call our attention away from ourselves and  
onto the living Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
*Hymn #224 How Firm a Foundation 
 
*Invocation 
  
*Prayer of Confession  
 
*Moments of Silent Confession  
 

*Assurance of  Pardon Colossians 2:13-14  
One: When you were dead in your sins and in . . . your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us 
 all our sins, having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned 
 us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. Friends, in Christ, we are God’s forgiven sons and 
 daughters. This is our good news! 
All:  Thanks be to God.  

Service for the Lord’s Day 



*Gloria Patri #575      Glory Be to the Father 
 
Anthem Spirit of God, Descend Frederick C. Anderson  
Covenant Choir, Phillip Goist — Cello  Arr. by John Helgen 

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 
stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart, and make me love you as I ought to love. 
  
I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, no sudden rending of the veil of clay, 
No angel visitant, no op’ning skies; but take the dimness of my soul away. 
  
Teach me to love you as your angels love, one holy passion filling all my frame: 
The baptism of the heav’n descended dove, my heart an altar and your love the flame. 
  
Spirit of God, descend upon my heart. 

 
Prayers of the People 
    
A Litany of Thanks   Rev. Dr. Robert Anderson 

One: O Lord our God, for the vision of those who planned for this congregation, 
 and for the commitment and dedication of all who served together at the time of origin, 
All:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
One: For those who have served so faithfully in leadership positions as pastors, elders,  
 deacons, and staff members, 
All:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
One: For those who have willingly given of their efforts to teach, encourage, counsel and sponsor, 
All:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
One: For those who have been such a part of our fellowship for so many years, and now serve you in the 
 church triumphant in heaven, 
All:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
One: For the ways in which we have been able to care for one another, support one another on the journey  
 of life, and give strength to one another, 
All:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
One: For baptisms we've celebrated, professions of faith we have heard, and answers to prayer   
 that we have experienced, 
All:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
One: For a congregation that has always desired to worship you faithfully and vibrantly, hearing  
 your Word, singing your praise, and seeking your strength, 
All:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
One: For a commitment to remain true to your Word in a world of confusing and conflicting voices, 
All:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
One: For generosity that has enabled us to reach far beyond this community with the word and  witness of the 
Gospel, 



All:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
One: For hundreds of children and youth who have been here as they were trained in the  
 ways of the Lord and now serve him around the world, 
All:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 
One:  And for a free and prosperous land that has given us opportunity to thrive and worship and serve for 
 the sake of your Kingdom, 
All:  We give you thanks, O Lord. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
 forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and  lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  
 forever. Amen.  
 

Offertory  Simple Gifts Traditional 
Handbell Trio, Director: Becky Bell  Arr. Sanders-Cota  
Bell Ringers: Matt Bell, Evelina Konaniah, and Mike Millhaem 
   
*Doxology #572 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 At this time children are invited to leave for Children’s Church and Junior Church. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Hymn #37 Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 
Scripture Lesson Psalm 78:1-8  Rev. Dr. Robert Anderson 
  Pew Bible pg. 842     Large Print Bible pg. 1852 

One:  This is God’s Word for God’s People.             
All:  Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon  From Generation to Generation Rev. Dr. Robert Anderson 

  
*Hymn see bulletin pg. 9 God, We Love this Congregation 
   
*Benediction    
  
Postlude Concerto in A minor, mvt. i Antonio Vivaldi/J. S. Bach   
Hayden Glasgow, Organ Scholar 
 
*Those who are able, please stand 
 



 Please join us in the chapel at 12 Noon for our Congregational Forum. The Forum will include a 
review of all of the work the Elemental Churches Working Group has done since January, and 
will be a time for Session to gather thoughts from the congregation.  Get some nourishment 
from Metzger Hall and then gather in the chapel for the presentation and discussion scheduled 
to begin at 12 Noon.  
 
  * * * * * * * * * * 

The flowers today are given to the glory of God,  
with thanks for the ministry of Pastor Bob,  

and in celebration of his birthday today.   
Happy Birthday, Pastor Bob! 

 
  * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Welcome Cellist Phillip Goist 
A lifelong Cincinnatian, Phillip Goist has been performing professionally around the world for 
over 15 years. Phillip’s talents extend beyond traditional orchestral limits by providing all genres 
of music for various events and projects. Career highlights include an exclusive performance at 
the White House hosted by the Obamas and a principal position in the Grammy-nominated Na-
tional Orchestral Institute’s 2017 Season. Here in Cincinnati, he has particularly enjoyed per-
forming in the Emmy nominated tour of O Holy Night starring Marco Panuccio. 
 
 
Planning Ahead — Sunday, October 31 
Next Sunday, October 31 we will remember our Heritage of the Saints.  We will explore Scrip-
ture and history to give God thanks for the Church of Jesus Christ and how we are the Body of 
Christ fulfilling God’s mission.  We will also conclude the service remembering the saints of 
Covenant-First who have gone to their heavenly reward.   Starting in November we will begin a 
series of three sermons on Generous Giving as we enter our Stewardship season.  A Service for 
Healing and Wholeness will be held in the Ruth Fox Conference Room following the worship 
service and the Lord’s Supper on November 7.  
 
 
40 Days of Prayer 
The final installment of the weekly 40 Days of Prayer guides are included in today’s bulletin. Thank 
you to all who have been praying throughout this time.  If you’ve missed some weeks, started 
later, or want to review past weeks, copies of the prior week’s guides are in the back of the sanc-
tuary.  A consolidated guide book will be available next Sunday, including the devotionals for all 
40 days.  Although we’re ending this dedicated prayer time, don’t stop praying!  God calls us to 
always be in prayer and we hope everyone will continue to keep our congregation, our leaders, 
our community and our nation on our daily prayer lists.   
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This Week at Covenant-First 
Sunday, October 24 
9 AM — Choir Rehearsal 
9:15 AM — Adult Sunday School 
9:30 AM — Youth Bible Study 
9:30 AM — Joy of Ringing Workshop 
10:30 AM — Worship  
12 Noon — Congregational Forum in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, October 27 
12 Noon — Brown Bag Bible Study, Psalm 114 
 
Thursday, October 28 
6 PM — Wedding Rehearsal 
 
Friday, October 29 
Courier Deadline 
 
Saturday, October 30 
7:30 AM — Men’s Bible Study in the Chapel 
5 PM — Wedding 
 
Planning Ahead 
Sunday, October 31 
9 AM — Choir Rehearsal 
9:15 AM — Adult Sunday School 
9:30 AM — Youth Bible Study 
9:30 AM — Joy of Ringing Workshop 
10:30 AM — Worship  
 
Wednesday, November 3 
12 Noon — Brown Bag Bible Study, Psalm 115 
 
Friday, November 5 
6 PM — Wedding Rehearsal 
 
Saturday, November 6 
7:30 AM — Men’s Bible Study in the Chapel 
10 AM — Ceramic Outing at OG Gallery (See insert to sign-up) 
6 PM — Wedding 
 
 


