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“Covenant-First’s mission is to praise the Father, proclaim the Son  
and submit to the perfecting power of  the Holy Spirit.” 
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 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and 
the last, the beginning and the end.  

— Revelation 22:13 

Welcome to Covenant-First Presbyterian Church 
Whether you attend Covenant-First Presbyterian Church on a regular basis or are here for the first time, we 
are glad you are here. Covenant-First Presbyterian Church was founded in 1790, and has been a part of 
downtown Cincinnati ever since.  Our almost 2,000 pound tower bell is from the Paul Revere Foundry in 
Boston, and first rang from the steeple of one of our earliest buildings. This building was completed in 1875, 
and the Austin Pipe Organ dates to  1915, with its approximately 3,500 pipes. We have traditional worship 
with Bible-based preaching each week. Our music program is enhanced by our Music Scholar program and 
we are excited to have them lead in worship most Sundays.  
 
If you need help with directions to restrooms, the fellowship hall, or to the lower level nursery, the person 
who greeted you this morning will be glad to help you.  
 
Children and worship 
We delight in children, and your children are always welcome to stay with you in worship. However, if you 
would prefer nursery care for your infants and toddlers, we do have a professionally staffed nursery in the 
lower level. We invite children ages 2 years to 5 years to participate in  Junior Church. If your child wants to 
participate in Junior Church, you may escort them to the lower level during the singing of the Doxology. 
You may then pick your child up following the service from the downstairs classrooms.  
 
Parking 
Validated parking is available in the adjacent garage for all worship services. Please pick up a validation stick-
er and apply the sticker to your parking ticket to use for validation. Then simply scan your ticket with the 
sticker at the parking gate on your way out of the garage. If you are unsure how to obtain your parking stick-
er, any greeter or our security personnel will be happy to assist you. 
 
Fellowship Time 
After worship, we invite you to gather with us in Metzger Hall for a reception featuring coffee, treats, and 
encouraging conversation. Many of us travel from a distance to join together in worship on Sunday morn-
ings, and we find this weekly fellowship time to be a valuable and enriching time for us to catch up and 
meet new people. Please join us! 
 
About us 
If you are interested in learning more about Covenant-First Presbyterian Church, please pick up any of the 
literature located on the back tables, see your morning greeter, contact the church office at 513-621-4144, or 
visit our website at www.covfirstchurch.org.  



Pre-Service Music Adagio, K. 580 W. A. Mozart  
Andrew Hackett, Organist 

 
Concerns of the Congregation    

 
Call to Worship Psalm 96:1-4 Tracy Kramer 

One: Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.  
All: Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.  
One: Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.  
All: For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise.  

 
Prelude  Fugue in E-flat major, BWV 552, “St. Anne” (excerpt) J.S. Bach 
Andrew Hackett, Organist 
   
Ringing of the Revere Tower Bell 

Let the ringing of the bell call our attention away from ourselves and  
onto the living Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
*Hymn #48 Oh God, Our Help in Ages Past 

 
*Invocation  

 
*Prayer of Confession   

All:  Lord, your people have a long history of forgetting you. They forgot you in the  
 wilderness. They forgot you when they had their kings. They forgot you in  
 exile. Lord, we are no different. Through the waters of baptism, we are your  
 people, and we still forget. We make plans without considering you. We go weeks 
 without worshipping you. We imagine we can do life without you in the center of 
 it. We are sorry, Lord. Please forgive us. Thank you for making us your people 
 and thank you for never forgetting us. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.  

 
*Moments of Silent Confession  

 
*Assurance of  Pardon Micah 7:18-19  

One: Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives our transgression? You do not stay angry forever 
 but delight to show mercy. You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and 
 hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. Sisters and brothers in Christ, believe the good news: In 
 Jesus Christ we are forgiven and our sins forgotten! This is the Good News.   
All:  Thanks be to God.  

Service for the Lord’s Day 
*Gloria Patri #575      Glory Be to the Father 

 
*Anthem Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring  J. S. Bach 
Covenant Choir  

Jesu, joy of man’s desiring, holy wisdom, love most bright, 
Drawn by thee, our souls aspiring, soar to uncreated light. 
Word of God our flesh that fashioned, with the fire of life impassioned. 
Striving still to truth unknown, soaring, dying, ‘round thy throne. 
 
Through the way where hope is guiding, hark, what peaceful music rings, 
Where the flock in thee confiding, drink of joy from deathless springs. 
Theirs is beauty’s fairest pleasure, theirs is wisdom’s holiest treasure.   
Thou dost ever lead thine own, in the love of joys unknown. 

 
Prayers of the People 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
 forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  
 forever. Amen.  

 
Offertory  Lift Thine Eyes  Felix Mendelssohn  
CFPC Women’s Ensemble  from the oratorio Elijah  

Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes to the mountains, whence cometh help. 
Thy help cometh from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 
He hath said, thy foot shall not be moved. Thy keeper will never slumber. 
Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes to the mountains, whence cometh help. 

 
*Doxology #572 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow  

 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
*Hymn #187 Breathe on Me, Breath of God 

 
 
 



Scripture Lesson Isaiah 43:18-19  Rev. Dr. Robert Anderson 
  Pew Bible pg. 515       Large Print Bible pg. 1127 

One:  This is God’s Word for God’s People.             
All:  Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon  The Alpha and Omega  Rev. Dr. Robert Anderson 

 
*Hymn #205 Renew Thy Church, Her Ministries Restore 
Verse 1 — Choir 
Verses 2-4 — Congregation 

 
*Benediction    

  
Postlude Improvisation on All is Well   
Andrew Hackett, Organist 
 
 
 
*Those who are able, please stand 
 
 

The flowers on the communion table were given to  
the glory of God by Scott Smith. 

 
 
 
 
Planning Ahead — January 23, 2022 
Looking ahead to next Sunday we will be looking at our  
vision for the future. We all look ahead and trust God for 
a vision for our life. We will look at several Scripture texts 
(bring your Bibles!) to hear God speak about how to face 
the future with strength and faith. Given the "upside down 
world" in which we live, these words from God will build 
our courage and faith.  
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